Marek EDELMAN was twenty when he was one of the leaders of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising 1943. One a the half year later fought as a soldier on the barricades of the Warsaw Uprising 1944. After the war he completed medical studies and become a cardiologist. Thereafter for the ensuing forty years of the hospital work he was able to extricate from the embrace of death many lived.

Mrs. Hanna Kral, on the basis of her conversations with Dr Edelman, wrote a book: ”Shielding the Flame”. Here is an excerpt: ”-...I understood... that as a medical doctor I can still be responsible for a human life... I saw wards where my patients were lying. Those were the times when we didn’t have modern doctors, today’s treatments and instruments, and most of the people in whose wards of mine were doomed. My task was, therefore, to save as many as possible of them and I realized at a certain moment that as a matter of fact it was the same task as there. At the Umschlagplatz.”

Doctor himself also wrote two books, devoted to the issues that had determined the contents of his entire life. These are a historical account entitled: ”The Ghetto Fight” and a scientific work from the field in which he had accomplish so much - ”A Heart Attack”.

Marek Edelman never accepted communism and the authorities of the Polish People’s Republic never stopped taking revenge on him: he was fired from work many times, he was under constant surveillance, brought to court on the concocted charges, denied  Ph.D. in 1968 and December 13, 1981 - interned. He did not give in to intimidation, did not succumb to the temptation of emigration, did not cease his opposition activities, did not refrain from helping other victims of persecution, from signing protest against lawlessness, from expressing his views.

In 1980-81 he was a member of the Regional Committee of the Łódź Province of „Solidarity” and thereafter a member of the underground Regional Executive Committee. He was the chairman of the Commission for Co-operation with National Minorities at the Lech Wałęsa’s Civic Committee (he resigned from the Committee in June 1990). He participated in the Round Table negotiations (1989) in the sub-committee on health. At present he chairs the Council of the Foundation ”Social Assistance SOS”. He holds doctor honoris causa titles awarded to him by the Yale University (US) and the Universite Libre of Brussels (Belgium).
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